QUESTION RE THE TWELVE TRIBES AFTER THE 
ASSYRIAN AND BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITIES 
in 1986 Class 

Answered by Willis E. Bishop 


You will remember [drawing map of Israel], in the time of Saul, David 
and Solomon, all twelve tribes were together. With the end of Solo¬ 
mon's reign, at the time of Jeroboam and Rehoboam, they were divided 
into what we commonly call ten northern tribes, known as Israel, and 
two southern tribes, known as Judah. Then the ten northern tribes 
are carried away into Assyrian captivity, from which they never re¬ 
turned as a people. The two southern tribes were taken into Baby¬ 
lonian captivity; seventy years later under Ezra and Nehemiah a 
portion of those returned, about fifty thousand. But from the ten 
northern tribes no official return ever took place. The question 
that was asked is, "What happened to these ten tribes -- did they 
disappear, were they annihilated, or did they die out?" The answer 
is, "No," and I want to turn to a number of passages of Scripture 
with you. 

II Chronicles 11:15: And he [Jeroboam] appointed for himself priests 
for the high places and for the he-goats and for the calves 
which he had made; and after them out of all the tribes of 
Israel such as set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel 
came to Jerusalem to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their 
fathers. 

What Jeroboam did when he founded the northern kingdom, in Bethel and 
in Dan he set up golden calves to worship. He established an illigi- 
timate priesthood and had his people worship at Dan and Bethel. The 
true place of worship was in Jerusalem, and you'll notice that those 
in the northern kingdom who really loved the Lord and did not want to 
worship at Bethel and Dan came to Jerusalem to worship. So we have 
an indication that the hearts of many of these were inclined toward 
the southern kingdom. 

II Chronicles 15:9: And the king gathered all Judah and.Benjamin.. 

and the sojourners with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh and 
out of Simeon, for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance. 

These are people who belonged to the northern kingdom who moved to 
the southern kingdom, so that out of the tribes of the north, not 
only did they come down to Jerusalem to worship, but eventually they 
moved to the southern kingdom, so that living in the southern kingdom 
were representatives out of the twelve tribes. 

II Chronicles 31:6: And concerning the children of Israel and Judah 
[notice the next] who dwelt in the cities of Judah. 

"Children of Israel and Judah who dwelt in the cities of Judah" 
here they were, those who belonged to the tribes of Israel living in 
Judah. When the southern kingdom was taken into Babylonian captiv¬ 
ity, representatives of all twelve tribes were taken into the Baby¬ 
lonian captivity. When the remnant of fifty thousand plus returned 



from Babylonian captivity, representatives of all twelve tribes re¬ 
turned to the southern kingdom and were reestablished there. 

Go to Ezra [I have a couple of inferences at this point] Ezra 6:17 -- 
this is after their return from Babylonian captivity, the new temple 
had been built and they were dedicating it: And offered at the 

dedication of this house of God an hundred bullocks, two hundred 
lambs, and for a sin offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats 
according to the humber of the tribes of Israel. 

There were people in the southern kingdom after the Babylonian cap¬ 
tivity representing all twelve tribes of Israel. In Nehemiah 7:7 
you'll find that twelve leaders were appointed, an inference that 
there was a leader for each of the twelve tribes. 

Luke 2:36: And there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 

Phanuel of the tribe of Asher, and she was of great age, and had 
lived with an husband seven years from her virginity. And she 
was a widow of about eighty-four years and departed not from the 
temple but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 
She coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord 
and spake of Him to all those who looked for redemption of 
Israel. 

You remember she was there when they brought the baby Jesus into the 
temple. Notice, verse 36, that Anna was of the tribe of Asher -- 
which was one of the northern tribes. You remember the Apostle Paul, 
though he was of the southern kingdom, said, "I am of the tribe of 
Benjamin." There's no biblical reference, but we do know from his¬ 
tory that in the temple they kept all of the genealogical records of 
every child that was born, and those records were present until the 
temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. In the book of Acts, there was 
Barnabas, who was a Levite -- they knew he was of the order of the 
Levites -- and of course descended from those who had returned from 
Babylonian captivity. 

James 1:1: James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. 

What did I say? "The twelve tribes." When James wrote his epistle, 
it was addressed to the twelve tribes -- "scattered abroad" (inc¬ 
idental ly this is the Greek word "diaspora") in the dispersion. 

After the persecutions in Jerusalem in 70 A.D. and so on the Jews 
were again dispersed into practically every nation in the world, and 
they are just beginning to come back to Israel at the present time. 

So James wrote his epistle to the twelve tribes, and they must have 
known where they were or else he could not have written to them. 

I Peter 1:1: "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the sojourners 
of the dispersion" is the way it reads in the Greek -- "diaspora," 
the same word James uses for the twelve tribes, and then Peter in his 
second epistle says, "I write this second epistle to you," so Peter 
wrote both epistles to the twelve tribes in the dispersion. 
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Revelation 7:3: John heard a voice saying. Hurt not the earth, 

neither the sea nor the trees till we have sealed the servants 
of our God in their foreheads. And I heard the number of them 
which were sealed, and there were sealed a hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 

Then he lists in the verses following twelve thousand out of each 
tribe. That hundred and forty-four thousand are not our Jehovah 
Witness friends -- that cannot be established -- it is not so -- it's 
twelve thousand out of each of twelve literal tribes of Israel. John 
wrote this near the turn of the first century -- 90 A.D. to 100 A.D. 

I think he's writing of something in the future, but in any case, 
he's naming the tribes and those that are sealed by the Lord. 

Ezekiel 48 mentions all twelve tribes and the location in which each 
will be settled in the land of Israel. 

The simple answer is that the twelve tribes are in existence and 
there are no "ten lost tribes." God knows where and who they are and 

is taking care of them. The preservation of the Jewish people is 

really quite a remarkable miracle. Today they're not doing all 
things right, but we must be careful about our attitude toward them. 

Q. When we talk about Israel today, that includes Judah, doesn't it? 

A. Yes -- when we read about Israel in the scripture, sometimes it 

refers to all twelve tribes; then sometimes it refers to only the 

ten northern tribes; and there are some verses where the term 

refers to only the two southern tribes, so it must be read with 
care. 
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